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Mobile: +966-50-537-4722   Email: hyaghi@gmail.com  

 
 

 
 

Information Technology Executive Leader 
 

PROFILE:    

I’m a Ph.D. holder, USA Citizen, bilingual (English/Arabic).  As the Chief Information Officer of Alhamrani 

Group, I’m responsible for assessing the relative impact of emerging technology to strategic business 

needs and interpret their meaning to the organization’s senior leadership team. Alhamrani is a diversified 

group of companies that operate in the automotive business, manufacturing, financial services, and 

technology.  My career encompasses more than 25 years of experience locally and internationally 

spanning multiple industries including financial services, technology, automotive, manufacturing (oil, brick, 

drums), retail and university level teaching &research.  Recognized for developing & leading high 

performing teams who solve complex business problems and energizing the key strategic and operational 

facets of organizations to higher levels of performance.  

 

ACHIEVEMENTS:   

Leadership & Vision:  During my tenure as an IT executive, I have worked with the executive leadership 

team to align technology solutions and support with the business vision and strategy.  This includes 

defining the IT direction and strategy over multiple years and locations; identifying short and long term 

goals; leveraging technology to create a marketplace differentiator.  The results impacted revenue, 

operations and perception of IT for internal and external clients. 

Business Growth:  I prepared technology in the business development process working closely with the 

sales and marketing of all the Group companies to assess the business market place.  Together, we 

developed strategies for client retention, product growth, and improved brand equity. 

Technology Enabled Solutions:  I developed and implemented solutions to support a high growth revenue 

model and consolidated platforms.  Working with the executive leadership, we managed through technical 

and operational obstacles to implement business intelligence tools, web portal focused on making it easier 

to do business with us, and collaboration tools (IP telephony and video conferencing).  

Wealth of Experience:  Served a Professor of Electrical Engineering (USA), a Board Member, 

Telecommunications Advisor, Technology Consultant, Vice President for Sales and Operation, and Chief 

Information Officer.  Published over 22 scientific papers.  I’m a community service activist and the founder 

of the Arab Experts Portal for the promotion of good Arabic content on the Internet.  

 

CORE COMPETENCIES: 

Solid diversified technical background 

Executive Leadership, Tactical Execution, Strategic Planning, Team Development   
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Education   
 

Ph.D.  in Computer Science 
          Louisiana State University- Baton Rouge, LA (USA) 
Masters of Science in Computer Science 
          Southern University- Baton Rouge, LA (USA) 
Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering 
          Southern University- Baton Rouge, LA (USA) 

 
 
 
Professional Summary 
 
 
2005 – Present Alhamrani Group of Companies (Jeddah, Saudi Arabia) 
Group Chief Information Officer (CIO) 
Alhamrani is a leading multi-billion dollar holding company in the field of automotive, finance, technology, 
retail, and manufacturing with over 3000 employees and a turnover of about US$1 Billion.   
 
Led  the group’s entire IT strategy & operations.  Served on the Chairman’s advisory board  (2007, 2008) 
and served as a member of the budget review committee which evaluated all funding requests (2008).  I 
managed to secure support and funding to incubate  a number of enterprise applications; such as, Cognos 
BI, BaaN LN V6, and Kerridge AutoLine V8.  Collaborated with the group CFO to build technology-based 
business performance dashboards that enhanced overall leadership skills and finance acumen of senior 
executives and department heads. Upgraded internal communication mechanisms which harnessed a 
more collaborative work environment between the group companies.  
 
 
2002 – 2005 EzAlsahra Holding Group of Companies (Riyadh, Saudi Arabia) 
Head of Corporate Research (EzAlsahra Holding) 
Vice President (Kahmas Technology Company) 
 
EzAlsahra Holding was a startup of  five diversified companies focused on  providing cutting edge global 
solutions  in security, technology, healthcare and aquaculture 
 
Reporting to the President, I led a team of 15 individuals and delivered   US $3 million in revenues.    Also, 
secured strategic partnerships with new international companies and  initiated work  on large-scale 
projects (US$50M+) in the biometrics field for the Ministry of Interior.  In addition, I was in charge of 
corporate research at the holding level responsible for investigation and identification of strategic partners 
and new business ventures. 
 
 
1998 – 2002 Vinnell Corporation (Saudi Arabian National Guard)  
Advisor & Director  (Data Networks and Security) 
 
Recruited from USA as an Expert Advisor to the Saudi National Guard via Vinnell Corporation.  In addition, 
was appointed as Director for Data Networks & Security.  Interacted with 5-star Generals. Built complex 
data networks and services for the Saudi Arabian National Guard throughout the Kingdom, both urban and 
rural locations.    Developed innovative technology-based solutions to secure ammunition warehouses and 
intelligence sections.  Provided state-of-art data connectivity and video conferencing tools for field-based 
senior executives.    Managed a budget of over  US $5 Million. 

mailto:hyaghi@gmail.com


Husam M. Yaghi Page 3 of 9 
 

 
 
 
1987 – 1997 Southern University (Baton Rouge, Louisiana USA) 
 
Member of Advisory Board to the University President  (1997)  
Telecommunications Advisor (1996-1997) 
Assistant Professor of Electrical Engineering (1991- 1997) 
Instructor and Teaching Assistant (1987 – 1991)  
 
Repeatedly, I was recognized as an outstanding professor of Electrical Engineering. Taught four courses 
in Digital Systems, Microprocessors Design, Numerical Methods, and Digital Communication. In addition to 
my teaching duties, I also served as Telecommunication Advisor to the University’s President and  Director 
for the Engineering Data Center which had about 1500 users.   Also, I secured more  than US$100 Million 
in grant research funds  from IBM, NASA, Department of Defense, Department of Energy, National 
Science Foundation, and others.    
 
 
1984 – 1986 Southern University (Baton Rouge, Louisiana USA) 
College of Engineering 
Manager, Engineering Data Center    
 
I managed a newly established data center to serve all departments of the College of Engineering and 
administer its IBM 4341 mainframe and Sun Network.  I designed and operated the Engineering FDDI 
Backbone Network.   I also installed and managed the college’s BitNet email system and initial link to the 
Internet for the entire university via a grant from the National Science Foundation.    

 

 
Other Activities 
 

 Community Service Activist. 

 Received numerous excellence & distinguished service awards. 

 Featured in several magazines and newspapers. 

 Honorary listing at Who’sWho in America and Who’sWho Emerging Leaders. 

 Member of Eta Kappa Nu Engineering Honor Society (USA). 

 Member of Golden Key Honor Society (USA). 

 Member of Louisiana Engineering Society (USA). 

 Member of National Society for Professional Engineers (USA). 

 Published and presented over 22 technical papers in USA, Canada, UK, France, Spain, Italy, 
Saudi Arabia, and others. 

 

 
Personal 
 
Citizenship: USA   (of Jordanian origin) 
Interests:          Playing chess, travel, and photography 
Website:   http://sam.yaghi.net/ 
LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/in/yaghi 
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Selected Publications (which I had presented at professional international gatherings): 
 
 

 Multilingual Multimedia Visualization of Hydrocarbon Reservoir Simulation. 6
th
 International Conf 

on Multilingual Computing, April 11-13, 1998 (Cambridge, UK) 
 

 Setting Up a Web Server for Interactive Engineering Applications. WebNet World Conference, 
Oct. 31, 1997 (Toronto, Canada)  

 

 IMPES Numerical Formulation for Triphasic Fluid Flow Simulation. Mathematical and Computer 
Modeling Journal, Elsevier Science Ltd. Publishing, England (submitted) 

 

 Setting a Web Server for Interactive Engineering Applications. Computer Networking and 
Distributed Databases Symposium, November 20-21, 1996 (Riyadh, Saudi Arabia)  

 

 3-D Finite Element IMPES Formulation for Oil Reservoir Simulation. 5th International Conference 
and Exhibition on Multi-lingual Computing, April 11-13, 1996 (Cambridge, UK)  

 

 Triphasic Fluid Flow Simulation: IMPES vs. Fully-Implicit 3D FEM. Parallel CFD 96' Conference, 
May 20-23, 1996 (Capri, Italy)  

 

 New Supercomputer Curriculum and Related Results. 5th International Conference and Exhibition 
on Multi-lingual Computing, April 11-13, 1996 (Cambridge, UK)  

 

 Internet Services. Computer Times Magazine, Saudi Computer Society, Fall 1995 (Saudi Arabia)  
 

 Videoconferencing Over the Internet for Fun and Education. Multimedia: Tools, Applications, and 
Trends Conference, December 8, 1995 (Dammam, Saudi Arabia)  

 

 Reservoir Simulation Using Finite Element Methods and Multimedia. Bahrain International 
Conference on Computers in Education and Industry, November 1995 (Manamah, Bahrain)  

 

 Making Money on the Internet. Bahrain International Conference on Computers in Education and 
Industry, November 1995 (Manamah, Bahrain)  

 

 Notes on adaptive Mesh Generation Using 3-D Three Phase Finite Elements. ASEE Gulf South 
Conference, March 28-30, 1995 (Beaumont, Texas)  

 

 Telecommunications in K-12 Curriculum. ASEE Gulf South Conference, March 28-30, 1995 
(Beaumont, Texas) 

 

 Quick Guide to Engineering Computing Services and the Internet, 2nd Edition, Southern 
University, Fall 1994 (SU Educational Use Only)  

 

 A High Speed Communications Network Topology Proposal for Upgrading Gulfnet. The 13th 
National Computer Conference, Nov. 22-26, 1992 (Riyadh, Saudi Arabia)  

 

 Object Oriented Database Programming: A Case Study. Seventh Annual ACM Conference on 
Object-Oriented Programming Systems, Languages, and Applications, Oct. 18-22, 1992 
(Vancouver, Canada) (submitted)  

 

 FDDI: A Solution To Multimedia Networking. Pacific Rim International Conference on Artificial 
Intelligence, Sept. 23-25, 1992 (Seoul, Korea) (submitted)  

 

 Let's Learn Arabic: The Multimedia Way ! 3rd International Conference and Exhibition on Multi-
lingual Computing, Dec. 10-12, 1992 (Durham, UK)  

 

 Issues In Computer Security Management. European Symposium on Research in Computer 
Security, Nov. 23-25, 1992 (Toulouse, France) (submitted)  

 

 Teaching Engineering with Multimedia: A Consortium Approach. Frontiers In Education, Nov. 11-
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14, 1992 (Nashville, TN)  
 

 Human Factors In Computer Security. 12th World Computer Congress, Sept. 7-11, 1992 (Madrid, 
Spain)  

 

 Multimedia Database Prototype Design. International Technology and Education Conference, 
March 16-21, 1992 (Paris, France)  

 

 Multimedia Database Design (re-print). Computer Times Magazine, Saudi Computer Society, 
Spring 1992 (Saudi Arabia)  

 

 AI Trends in Computer Viruses Control. IEEE SOUTHEAST CON91 Conference Proceedings, 
April 1991 (Greensboro, NC)  

 

 Analysis of the Spoked Ring Performance Using the Slotted Ring Protocol. IEEE SOUTHEAST 
CON91 Conference, April 1991 (Greensboro, NC)  

 

 Cooling Tower Water Ozonation at Southern University. 25th Intersociety Energy Conversion 
Engineering Conference, August 12-17, 1990 (Reno, Nevada)  

 

 Computer Viruses: Detection & Prevention Techniques. IEEE SOUTHEASTCON90 Conference, 
April 1990 (New Orleans, LA)  

 

 Introducing REXX into the Engineering Curriculum. IEEE SOUTHEASTCON90 Conference, April 
1990 (New Orleans, LA) 
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Recent Recommendations  
(original copy is on my LinkedIn profile at  http://www.linkedin.com/in/yaghi) 
 
 
Al Marcella, Ph.D., CISA, CFSA, CDP 
Principal/CEO, Business Automation Consultants, LLC  
(Dr. Alber Marcella is a distinguished author and lecturer in Forensics security and IT audit)  
 
“It is with great pleasure that I can wholeheartedly and with great confidence and satisfaction recommend 
to you my long time friend Dr. Husam M. Yaghi. Dr. Yaghi has served with distinction in leadership roles 
throughout his career. Dr. Yaghi has demonstrated both the technical expertise as well and the business 
prowess, making him a much sought after business executive. Throughout Dr. Yaghi’s distinguished 
career, he has served his profession with honor, leadership, and strong guidance and is selfless in giving 
of his time to assist others. Dr. Yaghi’s grasp of both the technical complexities of the IT profession as 
well as the subtleties required to manage technical professionals, lead successful projects, and interact 
with senior management are testaments to his enduring business acumen. As a leader and decision 
maker, I can confidently state that Dr. Yaghi will be a formidable addition and asset to any progressive, 
forward thinking, and global enterprise.” January 28, 2009 
 
Zuhair Maghrabi 
Formerly Group HR Director, Alhamrani Group  
 
“Throughout my career in HR, I came across very few IT professionals who have true business sense, 
and have the ability to look at IT from a business prospective, Husam definitely was one of those 
professionals. He has very strong capabilities in handling change resistance, as well as illustrating the 
added values of IT initiatives. Further and above to his very sound technical knowledge, he is very 
assertive, hands on as well strategic professional, and most important he sees things to the end. I have 
truly enjoyed working with him, and wish him all the best in his career.” November 6, 2007 
 
Waleed T. Al Alami 
Formerly Executive Assistant to Group COO, Alhamrani Group  
 

“Dr. Husam is a learned scholar, who is also a seasoned professional with a vast experience, he works in 
a quite but most effective way- it was always my pleasure to see his great presentations, work with him on 
projects as he had defined goals, always planned well, executed with quality and on time. I know that any 
corporation which he works with must be of high professional standings, with good HR to attract him and 
simply lucky.” January 25, 2009 
 
Ibrahim Al Asseri 
Formerly Director of Business Operations, Hughes Aircraft Company  
 
“Dr. Husam has been always one of the business innovative leaders. He keeps enhancing business 
operations through valuable data analysis and constructive recommendations. He leads teams to 
overcome challenges and bringing results beyond expectations. He works long hours and under stress 
with wisdom and team spirit. His technical background and abilities always raise clients confidence level 
of the organizations he represents.” May 2, 2011 
 
Tariq Abdat 
COO, AUC  
 
“Dr. Husam is a real IT professional with a business mind who contributes to the growth of any 
organization he works for. He is dedicated , hard-working and a loyal officer. I highly recommend him as a 
CIO for those organizations looking for senior experienced executives.” January 27, 2009 
 
Issam Qasem 
Formerly Assistant Professor / Acting Chairman, Southern A&M University  
 
“It gives me great satisfaction and distinct gratification to recommend my esteemed long time friend 
Husam M. Yaghi. In my capacity as Assistant Professor and Acting Chairman of Electronics Engineering 
Department, I have worked closely with Dr. Yaghi for five years while he served as an Assistant Professor 
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of Electrical Engineering and Director of the Engineering Computing Center. Dr. Yaghi is one of the most 
professional people I ever worked with; he is very intellectual, well organized, and exceptionally capable. I 
view Dr. Yaghi as a scholar with abundant capabilities and as a great innovator in both business and 
technology. I really do think the world of Dr. Yaghi and respect him and his capabilities significantly. Dr. 
Yaghi is a trustworthy gentleman with strong conviction and I would without any reservation recommend 
him. He would be a tremendous asset in any organization.” January 27, 2009 
 
Jamal Zayed 
General Manager, IT Infrastructure, Alhamrani Group Of Companies 
 
“Dr. Husam is one of the most outstanding IT Managers I've ever met. I have known him for over 10 
years. He's a strategist and a leader. Husam who is a talented team player, is a great asset to a team of 
executives at any high profile Group in the region. No doubt, he uses his rich technical skills coupled with 
business knowledge to make significant contributions which always distinguishes him." May 9, 2009 
 
Abdul Kareem Shaik 
Formerly Art Director, Microns Multimedia International  
 
“A guru in I.T or should I say the most literate personality that I have come across with such in debt 
knowledge about technology. I remember our discussions related to I.T and media that lasted hours my 
amusement to his extensive knowledge and expertise. I think I was fortunate enough to work for him on 
few project in the past. A true inspirational personality to follow...” October 30, 2008 
 
Mohammad Al-Kharashi 
Senior Advisor, Saudi Telecom 
Formerly,  Director, General Directorate of Information Technology, Saudi Arabian National Guard 
 
“I knew Dr. Husam Yaghi as a hardworking dedicated person. He is always sharp and does things in a 
timely manner, regardless of the time needed to finish the work. He is fun to be around, he will extend an 
arm and a leg to help his colleague and work even outside working hours. Dr. Husam is an asset for any 
one working with him.” May 11, 2009 
 
Khalid Mansour 
GM - Commercial Division at Basamh  
Formerly, VP Operations, EzAlSahra Holding Group 
 
“Husam is a true professional with a larger-than-life aptitude for results. He is focused, self-driven and 
possesses many core competencies which the industry is hungry for indeed.” June 6, 2009 

 
Kokab Mirza 
Chief Operating Officer, Ez Alsahra Holding Company 
 
“Husam was one of the pioneers in the start-up activities of the telecommunications line at Ez AlSahra 
Group. Any new venture is a painstaking task. Telecom sector being more so, because of rapidly changing 
and intensely competitive environment. This required highest level of technical competencies, knowledge 
of customers, service providers, suppliers and market at large. Above all, it required unwavering 
commitment, mental toughness, analytical skills and ability to work long and smart. These are the very 
qualities that Husam brought to bear on this business venture.” June 11, 2009 

 
Feda Khallad 
Sales Director for Middle East – iDirect Technologies  
Formerly, Accounts Manager, Marconi Middle East 

 
“I have worked with Dr. Yaghi over a period of two years during which we had developed several new 
business opportunities. During the span of the two year period, Dr. Yaghi had displayed a world class 
level of professionalism and capability in managing new opportunities from their early delicate infancy 
stage to later stages that needed robustness and persistence materialized.  His well-rounded technical 
knowledge coupled with good business acumen made a difference in our partnership.  Though on a 
personal note, I always had enjoyed working with Husam and I would not hesitate to work with him again 
and again when opportunities arise.   He is honest at work and honest with friends, a quality I admire.” 
May 9, 2011 
 



Husam M. Yaghi Page 8 of 9 
 

Chris Findlay 
CFO, Alhmrani Company for Investment in Trade,  
 

“Husam is a highly knowledgeable IT professional with a great ability to understand business 
requirements and to provide appropriate IT solutions. He is a measured and patient person who deals 
comfortably and capably with non-technical, operational and business issues. It is always a pleasure to 
work with him.” May 16, 2011 
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